
 

RELIGION on the EDGE 

PARADISE 

Granted, it is NOT difficult to be cynical of a subject like ‘paradise’. Yet, the fact 

that the concept of paradise persists, demonstrates the enduring urge that the 

bulk of humanity has to try and attain this state of Utopia. 

Islam, interestingly enough, has always been criticised by Christians, and 

surprisingly, nowadays, Humanists, and hardcore Atheists, for its presumed 

conceptualisation of Heaven gleaned from the pages of the Quran. They decry its 

alleged hedonism, its heavenly maidens, and the consumption of alcohol. Yet it is 

difficult to take these critics seriously. Are these not the precise people who extoll 

the virtues of sexual liberation, drinking alcohol and so forth, and then condemn 

Islam for its harsh criticism of these vices on EARTH? Muslims, I dare say, even those 

that EXPECT these pleasures in HEAVEN, are generally prepared to bide their time, 

living fairly respectable lives, waiting patiently for the Promised Land. Not so these 

vocal critics of Islam. They denounce whilst they indulge. 

But, I digress. Let us see what the Quran REALLY says about Heaven or Paradise. 

A VIEW OF PARADISE 

Firstly, it must be made clear that descriptions of ‘paradise’ in the Quran fall into 

the ALLEGORICAL category Ch.3:7). The Quran highlights this by speaking of 

 “...A PARABLE of the Garden…” Ch47:15. Indeed the word for paradise in Arabic is 

“Jannah” meaning a “GARDEN”. The Quran also talks about “… Rivers of milk, wine, 

and honey…” Ch. 47:15 (a reality I dare say, which would be most uncomfortable). 

The Quran further assures us though, that people who drink this ‘wine’ will “…NOT 

be intoxicated nor will they feel ANY ill-effects…”Ch.56:19.  



These descriptions CANNOT be taken literally. Indeed the Quran clarifies that “…No 

person (truly) knows what delights….are kept (for them)…”CH.32:17.  

However, what the Quran DOES resolve, is that Heaven is an infinitely better place 

to be in, then Hell. 

 Indeed the Quran emphasises this notion by creating MIRROR IMAGES. In short 

presenting two diametrically opposed conditions within these two states:  

In Heaven we have individuals with “...Their faces beaming brightness…” Ch53:4. 

While in hell the inhabitants have “….their faces (filled) with humiliation…” ch.87:2. 

In heaven the people will be clothed with “…. Green garments of Fine 

silk…Ch.18:31. Yet in Hell will be “….Cut out (for the inhabitants) a garment of 

fire…” Ch.23:19. 

In Heaven yet again, people will be made to enter “….In peace and security…” 

Ch.50:34 whilst Hell is a “…Place of ambush…” Ch.78:21. 

And so it goes. The Quran appears to suggest that our ODYSSEY (spiritual journey) 

in heaven will continue indefinitely “…YE shall surely travel from stage to stage…” 

Ch.84:19. 

THE MAIDENS OF PARADISE 

Many Christian evangelists say that the Quranic Arabic term HURI used for the 

maidens of paradise, is the English equivalent of the word “whore”. This is a strange 

idea since the etymology of the word ‘Huri’ is very far removed from that 

grammatical construct. 

The root words for Huri are found in the word HAWARIY for example, a descriptive 

phrase used for the disciples of Jesus in Ch.3:52 and Ch.61:14 respectively. The 

epithet “whores” for them does NOT spring to mind, and Christians should be 

ashamed of themselves even for this unwitting slur. 

 



Digging a little deeper, one will discover that the feminine noun HAWRA is also 

indicative of ‘wide eyed innocence’. The same word interesting enough is derived 

from the verb HAWARA which means to “CONVERSE” Ch.18:34. 

 On the whole, it appears that the word Huri is therefore of mysterious origin, but 

certainly NOT indicative of free sexual favours from nubile young women. Rather, 

it relates to youth, beauty, innocence, and verbal interaction. The word KAWA’IB 

(Ch.78:13) is found at only one place associated with the word Huri in the Quran 

and simply means a YOUNG DEVELOPED LADY (ready for marriage). At any rate the   

Quran hints that “… (God…will (will be) changing your forms and creating you in 

forms that you know not…”Ch.56:61. 

THE YOUTHS OF PARADISE 

The Quran mentions “…. Youths of perpetual freshness….” Ch.56:17. Toy boys 

anyone? Ah…no, but it does serve as an interesting counterpoint that ONLY young 

women men are found in ‘Islamic Heaven’. 

ORGIES IN PARADISE? 

For those that STILL harbor such fantasies the news is not good. The Quran INSISTS 

that “…THERE, they will NOT hear any VAIN discourse but ONLY salutations of 

PEACE…”Ch.19:62.Also “They will exchange with one another a (loving) cup FREE 

of frivolity, free of ALL taint of ILL…” Ch.52:23. Hence, no space for ANY immoral 

indulgence. 

In conclusion it is worth noting that the Quran states that in paradise, the dwellers 

will find that “…Their FAMILIES will follow them…and we shall JOIN them to their 

FAMILIES…” Ch.52:21. Thus, families worthy of paradise will be TOGETHER. 

Ultimately, it is an exercise in futility to take a LITERALIST or perverse view of 

Quranic heaven, or to commit oneself to ONE vision of the afterlife regarding BOTH 

heaven and hell. It is enough to live the good life, to work hard to attain paradise, 

and to know that infinite POSITIVE moral possibilities exist for us in heaven and 

within the mind of God. How? Well as the Quran suggests; “… No vision can grasp 

HIM but HIS grasp is over ALL vision…”Ch.6:103. 
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