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RELIGION on the EDGE
TAQIYAH

Tagiyah is generally defined as the ‘permissibility in Islam of hiding one’s religion
when one is suffering persecution.” Whilst vaguely accurate on a technical level,
this explanation is an oversimplification that Christian evangelists choose to
exploit.

Perhaps it would be convenient at this stage to remind my Christian brethren of
what THEIR teachings have to say on this very subject, before embarking on a
presentation of what Islam has to say.

In 1°t Corinthians ch.9:19-23 Paul contends: “For although | am free. | have made
myself a slave to all so that | might WIN THE MORE. To the Jew | became as a
Jew...to those (people) OUTSIDE of the Law | became as one outside the law ...to
the weak | became weak...I have become ALL things to ALL men so that | might,
by ALL means, save some...”. In the book of Acts ch.21: 17-25 Paul demonstrates
this technique by PRETENDING to follow the Law. Take note. From Acts ch.21:17
onwards, Paul is portrayed as traveling to Jerusalem to meet the church elders.
The leader of the church there is James (brother of Jesus), who insists that
following the law (of Moses) is the correct theological stance. He then challenges
Paul with the following words “... (we)...are all ZEALOUS for the law... (the
people) have been told that YOU teach all the Jews...to FORSAKE (the laws) of
Moses.... “. James then asks Paul to DISPROVE this notion by observing the law.
Paul PRETENDS to follow the law (Acts ch.21:26.) This (one must presume) is to
SECRETLY propagate his views among the law abiding “Christians” in Jeruselam.

Now the above modus operandi is NOT what Islam is suggesting by Tagiyah.
Ironically, Christians are taught to practice PRECISELY that which they accuse
Muslims of. The reader may note that Paul’s life was NOT in danger, and the
hope of converting Nonbelievers was his ONLY incentive.

In contrast, the Quran is quite emphatic when it comes to honesty: “O Ye who
believe FULFILL (ALL) OBLIGATIONS” Ch.5:1. And further: “Woe to the falsehood-
mongers” (Ch.51:10).
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As for concealing one’s faith under NORMAL circumstances, the Quran states:
“Expound OPENLY what thou art commanded...” Ch.15:94.

So where does Taqiyah fit in?

Well, the Quran values human life very highly and insists on making allowances
for ORDINARY people NOT in physical Jihad. Tagiyah is thus aimed at tormented
victims who are imminently in fear for their lives (through no fault of their own),
to MOMENTARILY utter words of unbelief (to save their lives) viz. “...Anyone
who after accepting faith in God, utters unbelief, EXCEPT UNDER COMPULSION...
“Ch.16:106.

In short, the Quran does not expect weak persecuted and tortured individuals
to sacrifice their lives, but for the utterance of a few FORCED words.

| must also emphasize that in Islam extreme circumstances can SUSPEND SOME
PERSONAL LAWS TEMPORARILY. For example, if one is starving to death, one
may eat pork viz. “If one is FORCED BY NECESSITY WITHOUT WILFUL
DISOBEDIENCE, nor transgressing due limits, then one is guiltless...” Ch.2:173.
That is NOT the same as LYING or deliberately hiding one’s identity for
mischievous purposes.

In conclusion, some people may point out the Shia Fatwa of Tagiya, which
permits Shias to keep a low profile about some of the views of their particular
school of thought when they feel physically threatened. However, that is far
from a physical denunciation of their very faith.
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